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was to ascertain the exact position of a group of islands
hitherto very little known; we found, however, that
they were mere rocks of coral, and too insignificant in
size to make our discoveries of much importance, except
to navigators.

6.  This   business   being   over,   we   had   only   to
think of returning home, and accordingly we steered
for Gape Horn.    We now entered on the most dis-
agreeable part of our voyage, for the climate at the
southern extremity of America is very cold, and the
weather generally stormy ; the doubling of Cape Horn,
in particular, is a most perilous affair.    "We accom-
plished it, however, in safety, and after many days of
weary tossing on the raging ocean, we at last reached
warmer latitudes and a calmer sea.    All thoughts were
now fixed upon home; every day brought us nearer
to France, and our spirits rose with the joyful prospect
of seeing our friends and country again.

7.  The only thing which made our happiness incom-
plete, wras the absence of our companion the Humming
Bird, which" had been separated from us during the
stormy weather we had met with near Cape Horn;
we had seen nothing of her since, and were becoming
anxious concerning the fate of our comrades.    It was
therefore determined to wait some days at Madeira,
in order to give her time to come up with us, if indeed
she yet existed.     Our time was pleasantly spent at
this beautiful island, which unites in a great degree
the vegetation of Europe with that  of the  Tropics.
The climate is considered the finest in the world, and
invalids are often sent there to recover their health.